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IReport 

OF 

Z\)C  ^IDebical  ©fRcer  of  Ibealtb. 


TO  THE  MAYOR  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE 
DAVENTRY  TOWN  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  report  for 
1907,  as  follows  : — 


Vital  Statistics. 

Area  in  Acres  of  Sanitary  District ...  ...  3,427 

Population  (Census  1901)  ...  ...  ...  3,780 

Density  of  Population  per  Acre  ...  ...  1T03 

The  District  for  the  purposes  of  this  report  is  divided  into— 

1st  ...  Daventry. 

2nd  ...  Workhouse. 

3rd  ...  Sanatorium. 
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Births. 

Daventry  ...  75  (36  males,  39  females) 

Workhouse  ...  2(1,,  1 ?,  ) 


77  (37  males,  40  females) 


The  number  of  births  for  the  whole  Distriet  during  the  year 
was  exactly  the  same  as  iu  1906,  viz.  : 77. 


The  Birth  Rate  is  20-37 
compared  with  : — 

20- 37 

21- 69 

19- 84 
23-80 
18*51 
21-69 

20- 56 


per  1000  of  the  population  as 

for  1906 
1905 
1904 
1903 
1902 
1901 
1900 


Deaths. 


Daventry 

Workhouse 

Sanatorium 


38 

20 

1 


Total  ...  ...  59 


From  the  38  deaths  registered  as  belonging  to  Daventry 
(outside  public  Institutions)  one  has  to  be  deducted,  that  of  a 
person  killed  in  the  hunting  field,  who  belonged  to  another 
District,  whilst  3 of  the  persons  who  died  at  the  Workhouse, 
belonged  to  Daventry,  and  have  therefore  to  be  added,  making 
the  Urban  cases  40. 


The  death  at  the  Sanatorium  was  that  of  a child  from  the 
Rural  District. 
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The  Death  Rate  is  therefore  reckoned  on  40,  and  works 
out  at  10*55  per  thousand  of  the  population,  which  is  the 
lowest  during  my  term  of  office,  or  of  which  I have  any  record. 


Table  T.,  column  13,  will  show  you  the  death  rates  for  the  last 
10  years,  the  average  for  which  is  14‘134  per  1000  of  the 
population. 


The  following  will  show  yon  the  number  of  deaths  during 
each  month  of  the  year  (Urban  cases  only). 


January 

4 

July 

4 

February 

7 

August 

4 

March 

2 

September 

0 

April 

4 

October 

1 

May 

3 

November 

2 

June 

6 

December 

3 

26  14 


You  will  note  that  nearly  twice  as  many  died  in  the  first  six 
months  as  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year. 


Number  of  Deaths  at  various  ages 


(Urban  Cases  only). 

Under  1 year  of  age 

7 

Rate  per  1000 
of  Population. 

= 1-85 

Between  1 and  5 years  ... 

1 

= *26 

>,  5 „ 15  „ 

0 

,,  15  ,,  25  ,, 

0 

,,  25  ,,  65  ,,  ...  ... 

16 

= 4-61 

Over  65  years  of  age 

16 

= 4-61 

The  number  of  deaths  under  1 year 

of  age  has  fallen  from 

in  1906,  to  7.  This  is  below  the  average 

(8*4)  for  the  past 

10  years. 
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Analysis  of  the  causes 

of  deaths 

(Urban  Cases  only). 

Number  of 

Pate 

per  1000 

Name  of  Disease. 

Deaths. 

of  Population. 

Influenza 

1 

r-rr 

•26 

Enteritis 

1 

— 

•26 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 

2 

— 

•52 

Cancer  ... 

5 

— 

1*32 

Bronchitis 

4 

1-05 

Premature  Birth 

1 

— 

•26 

Heart  Disease  ... 

4 

— 

1-05 

Diabetes 

2 

— 

•52 

Old  Age 

9 

— 

2-38 

Kidney  Disease 

1 

== 

•26 

Apoplexy 

2 

— 

•52 

All  other  causes 

8 

— 

2-11 

Tlie  following  is  a complete  list  of  the  deaths  which 
occurred  at  the  Workhouse  during  the  year,  with  the  age  and 
sex  of  the  deceased: — 


Month. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Cause  of  Death. 

1 

January  ... 

Male 

74  ... 

Accident 

2 

,,  ... 

,,  ... 

81  ... 

Old  Age 

3 

,, 

,,  ... 

60 

Broncho-pneumonia 

4 

,5  ... 

,,  ... 

66 

Pneumonia 

5 

February... 

,,  ... 

22  days 

Asthenia 

*6 

,, 

55  ... 

85  ... 

Old  Age 

7 

March 

Female  ... 

55 

Diabetes 

8 

,,  ... 

99  ... 

76  ... 

Brain  Softening 

9 

April 

Male 

2 mths. 

. Asthenia 

10 

,,  ... 

5,  ... 

81  ... 

Cerebral  Thrombosis 

11 

June 

Female  ... 

70  ... 

Old  Age 

12 

Male 

78  ... 

Heart  Disease 

13 

19  ... 

55  ... 

76  ... 

Accident 

14 

August  . . . 

Female  ... 

75  ... 

Old  Age 

15 

,, 

5,  ... 

32  ... 

Puerperal  Fever 

*16 

,,  ... 

55  ... 

81  ... 

Old  Age 

17 

September 

Male 

60  ... 

Pernicious  Anemia 

18 

October  ... 

55  ... 

65  ... 

Cystitis 

19 

Kovember 

55  ... 

68 

Alcoholism 

*20 

5,  ... 

,5 

55  ... 

Leucocythemia 

Those  marked  * belonged  to  the  Urban  District  and  are 

O 

included  with  the  Urban  cases. 
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Zymotic  Diseases  (Infectious  or  Contagious) 

met  with  during  the  year,  including  the  Workhouse. 


No.  of  cases  No.  of 

reported  to  M.O.H.  Deaths. 

*Scarlet  Fever  ..  20  ...  0 

^Puerperal  Fever  ...  2 ...  1 

*Typhoid  Fever  ...  1 ...  0 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Those  marked  thus  * come  under  the  Compulsory  Notifica- 
tion Act.  It  is  therefore  known  how  many  cases  of  these 
diseases  occurred  duriag  the  year,  but  with  regard  to  the 
other  diseases,  the  Act  is  not  in  force,  so  it  is  not  exactly 
known  how  many  cases  there  were. 

The  above  list  shows  the  different  infectious  diseases  met 
with  during  the  year  and  the  number  of  deaths  resulting 
therefrom. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Altogether  20  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

On  8th  September  the  first  case  (that  of  a child  attending 
“ The  British  Schools  ”)  was  met  with  in  Brook  Street. 

The  origin  of  the  disease  could  not  be  traced.  The  case 
was  treated  at  home,  the  other  occupants  of  the  house  (except 
the  mother  who  remained  to  nurse  the  case)  living  away  until 
it  was  safe  for  them  to  return  home.  No  other  case  occurred 
until  I5th  October,  and  this  time  a child  attending  “ The 
Abbey  Schools,”  who  also  lived  in  Brook  Street.  He  was 
promptly  sent  to  the  Sanatorium.  Twelve  other  cases  occurred 
in  October  and  6 in  November  in  different  parts  of  the  town. 

The  last  case  reported  was  on  1 1th  November.  Of  the  20 
cases,  11  were  removed  to  the  Sanatorium,  the  last  case  treated 
there  leaving  on  16th  December. 

Not  more  than  two  cases  occurred  in  any  house,  and  this 
only  in  two  instances. 

In  no  home  did  another  case  occur  after  removal  of  the 
infected  case  to  the  Sanatorium. 
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All  cases  were  of  a very  mild  type  and  all  recovered.  Most 
of  tlie  cases  occurred  amongst  scholars  at  the  Abbey  Schools. 
Through  the  kindness  of  the  School  Attendance  Officer  during 
the  outbreak,  I was  kept  Avell  informed  of  all  children  absent 
from  School  on  the  plea  of  sickness,  and  I visited  the  houses 
of  all  suspicious  cases,  to  ascertain  if  by  any  chance  there 
should  be  any  scarlet  fever  amongst  the  absentees,  but  in 
onlv  one  instance  did  I find  a child  ill  with  the  disease,  and 
she  was  promptly  removed  to  the  Sanatorium,  no  further 
case  occurring  in  this  house  Avhere  there  were  several  other- 
children. 

I may  also  add  that  the  teachers  kindly  sent  me  word  of 
any  suspicious  cases.  Their  hearty  co-operation,  together  with 
that  of  the  School  Attendance  Officer  (who  worked  extremely 
hard  in  the  matter),  undoubtedly  helped  very  much  to  stamp 
out  the  disease,  and  I am  sure  they  are  all  deserving  of  your 
especial  thanks. 

One  good  result  of  the  outbreak  has  been  to  secure  a much 
required  additional  accommodation  at  the  Sanatorium  in  the 
shape  of  a large  extra  ward. 

During  the  outbreak  the  Sanitary  Committee  frequently  met, 
and  well  considered  every  point  calculated  to  stamp  out  the 
disease. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close  any  Schools,  and  the 
town  is  to  he  much  congratulated  that  the  outbreak  was  of  so 
short  a duration. 


Puerperal  Fever. 

Two  cases  were  reported  from  the  Workhouse,  hut  they 
came  from  the  Rural  District,  and  so  do  not  count  as  Urban 
cases. 


Typhoid  Fever. 

Only  one  case  reported  during  the  year,  the  first  for  many 
years  past.  The  origin  of  the  disease  could  not  he  traced. 


Mumps. 

Only  a very  few  cases  occurred  (in  February)  hut  no  death 
was  recorded  from  the  disease. 
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Measles. 

I only  heard  of  five  cases  during  the  year,  and  these  occurred 
in  June.  No  deaths. 

Chicken  Pox. 

In  October  and  November  a few  cases  occurred  in  different 
parts  of  the  town,  and  until  the  nature  of  the  disease  was 
known,  gave  rise  to  a suspicion  of  scarlet  fever. 


No  other  disease  calls  for  special  mention,  unless  it  be  that 
tubercular  diseases  only  occasioned  two  deaths,  and  this  small 
number  was  even  one  more  than  for  1906. 


Sanatorium. 

In  addition  to  the  11  cases  from  the  Urban  District  a few 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  admitted  to  the  Sanatorium  from 
the  Rural  District,  one  of  which  proved  fatal. 

As  before  stated  a large  ward  has  been  added,  and  the 
accommodation  for  the  reception  of  Infectious  Diseases  much 
increased  thereby. 

During  the  year  new  caretakers  have  been  appointed,  and 
they  have  so  far  done  their  Avork  well,  and  proved  themselves 
competent  for  their  posts. 

Shortly  some  further  improvements  are  to  be  made,  and 
when  completed  the  District  should  be  sufficiently  provided 
for,  ill  the  matter  of  Infectious  Hospital  accommodation. 


Nuisances. 

Only  a few  have  been  found,  and  these  have  been  promptly 
dealt  Avith.  The  “ pig  ” nuisance  Avhich  stood  over  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1906,  has  at  last  found  a satisfactory  solution,  and 
no  more  has  been  heard  of  the  matter. 

During  the  year  I have  inspected  considerable  areas  of  your 
District  and  have  met  with  very  few  defects. 

Some  faulty  drainage  in  the  London  Road  has  been  brouglit 
to  light,  and  partly  remedied — the  remainder  is  under  notice 
to  be  done,  and  will  doubtless  shortly  be  put  in  hand,  and 
finished. 
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Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Bakehouses. 

These  are  all  carried  on  under  proper  sanitary  conditions. 
The  special  table  required  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Factories 
at  the  Home  Office  deals  with  the  working  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  in  yonr  District. 

I would  remind  those  who  give  out  “ Outwork,”  that  a list 
with  names,  and  addresses  should  be  sent  me  in  February,  and 
August.  ^ 

The  Lodging  and  Slaughter  Houses,  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  have  all  been  regularly  inspected, 
and  as  usual  found  to  be  kept  in  satisfactory  condition. 


Before  closing  I would  wish  to  congratulate  you  upon  the 
health  of  your  District,  which  compares  favourably  with  any 
Urban  District  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  fact  that  during  the  year  a few  cases  of  infectious  sick- 
ness have  found  their  way  into  the  town  (probably  from 
outside  Districts)  does  not  of  itself  show  that  there  is  much 
wrong  with  the  health  of  the  people,  but  on  the  contrary  if 
you  look  at  the  very  low  death  rate,  you  will,  I am  sure,  be 
satisfied,  that  Daventry  is  a very  desirable  residential  place. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  E.  OLDACRES, 

Medical  Offieer  of  Health. 


Daventry, 

Srd  February,  1908. 


C»  Adams,  General  Printer,  High  Street,  Daventry. 


